AUSTRALIAN CONSULATE - GENERAL, GENEVA

AUSTALIAdk Chemin des Fins 2, Case postale 172, 1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland.
W««L Tel: +41(0)22 799 9100  Fax: +41 (0)22 799 9178
E.mail : australian.consulate-geneva@dfat.gov.au  Internet : www.australia.ch

voting-overseas

STATE & FEDERAL ELECTIONS - VOTING OVERSEAS - GENERAL INFORMATION

Application to register as an Overseas Elector

If you are already enrolled to vote at Commonwealth elections and you are going overseas with an intention to return to Australia within &
years, you may apply to be registered as an Overseas Elector. This will ensure that your name is not removed from the roll and that you
can vote while you are outside Australia. If you are not already enrolled and you are living outside Australia, you may still be entitled to
enrol - see below for further information.

Registration

Provided you are already enrolled to vote, you can register as an Overseas Elector during the 3 months before your expected date of
departure or up to 1 year after you have left Australia. Your registration is valid for 6 years after leaving Australia. If, after leaving
Australia, you find that you will be away for more than 6 years, you can apply to the Divisional Returning Officer to have your registration
for Commonwealth elections extended by 1 year each time. You will also be registered as an Overseas Elector for State/Territory elections
if you are enrolled in NSW, VIC, ACT and NT. As provisions for registration and enrolment of Overseas Electors for State and Territory
elections can vary, please contact the Australian Electoral Commission or the relevant State or Territory Electoral Office if you require more
information.

Do [ have to vote ?

No, you do not have to vote at a Commonwealth election while you are not living in :A\ustralia. However, if you do not vote or do not
apply for a postal vote at a general election, your registration and electoral enrolment may be cancelled.

Overseas voting arrangements - Commonwealth

If a Commonwealth general election is held while you are overseas you may be able to vote in person at the Australian Diplomatic Mission
nearest to you before polling day. (due to the time difference, Geneva would never be open on polling day). This special provision applies
only to voting at Commonwealth elections. If you cannot vote in person, you may apply for a postal vote. Arranging a postal vote is your
responsibility, however, Geneva will provide you with the information on how to proceed.

Overseas voting arrangmenets - State or Territory

Contact your State or Territory electoral authority for information about voting while you are overseas.

Where can | get more information ?

You can obtain further information on electoral enrolment and registration as an Overseas Elector for Commonwealth and for State or
Territory purposes at any office of the Australian Electoral Commission by telephoning +612 6271 4419 or from the Australian Electoral
Commission's website at < www.aec.gov.au >

If you are not enrolled and you are living outside Australia, you may still be entitled to enrol. Information about this is shown on the
form 'Application for enrolment from outside Australia’ which is available from all AEC offices, Australian Diplomatic Missions and the
AEC's website at < www.aec.gov.au >.

Enrolment by the spouse or children of an Overseas Elector
The spouse or children of Overseas Electors may also have an entitlement to enrol to vote and to register as an Overseas Elector if they were
under 18 years of age when they left Australia and are still living overseas. Special enrolment forms containing further information are

available from Australian Diplomatic Missions.

State & Territory offices Websites for each of the state / territory offices are :

NSW WWW.S€0.NSW.gov.au SA WWW.S€0.53.g0V.au/seo
VIC www,vec.vic.gov.au TAS www.electoral.tas.gov.au
QLD www.ecq.qld.gov.au ] ACT www.elections.act.gov.au
WA WWW.WaeC.gova.au ' NT www.nt.gov.au/nteo

The Consulate-General's website will provide information on current State and Federal elections as they become known.



