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MEDIA RELEASE

Overseas Australians Will Suffer at Next Election

The Southern Cross Group (SCG) has condemned electoral legislation adopted by Parliament last week and also labelled
the Government’s “interim response” to the Senate’s March 2005 Expatriates Inquiry Report as “not good enough”.

Eligible voters outside Australia when the next election is called will run a strong risk of being disenfranchised if their
enrolment details are not in order with the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) before the election announcement.

The Electoral and Referendum Amendment (Electoral Integrity and Other Measures) Bill 2006 was passed by the Senate on
21 June 2006 and is due to come into force soon. It means that Australians abroad (and in Australia) not on the electoral roll
when an election is called will only have until 8pm on the day the writ is issued to get their enrolment forms in to the AEC.
Generally the writ is issued the next working day after the announcement of an election. Currently, the law provides for the
electoral roll to close seven days after the election writ is issued, but the new legislation means that this window will now
generally be reduced for those not on the roll to a little over 24 hours in most future elections.

People who are enrolled at the time the election is called, but who need to update their details with the AEC, will have until
8pm on the third working day after the issue of the writ. 17 year-olds who turn 18 between the day the writ is issued and
election day, and people who are granted citizenship between those times, will also have until 8pm on the third working day
to enrol from scratch.

SCG Australian Co-ordinator John MacGregor in Canberra strongly urged all overseas Australians to get their enrolment
details in order now, and in any event well ahead of the next federal election, tipped to be in the period August to December
2007. “Australians abroad, most of them in time zones behind Australia, are now much more likely than those in Australia not
to hear about an election until after the roll closes” he said.

Hundreds of thousands of Australian citizens of voting age living abroad are presently prevented by law from enrolling, even
if they were to try to do so before the closing of the rolls for the next election. If they have resided outside Australia for more
than three years, and are no longer on the electoral roll, they are disenfranchised for the remainder of the period that they live
abroad. The SCG estimates that at least half a million expats fall into this category.

Mr MacGregor said that the Senate Committee which carried out the Inquiry into Australian Expatriates recommended
amendments to remove the three-year restriction in March 2005. But the Government has not yet properly responded to the
Senate Committee’s report. On 22 June 2006, Senator Amanda Vanstone tabled a so-called “interim response” in the
Senate which merely stated that “the proposed response is being considered and will be tabled in due course”.

“This is just not good enough, when a record 677 organisations and individuals around the world invested their precious time
and resources in the period late 2003 to early 2005 to participate in the Expatriates Inquiry”, he said. But the Government
fails to meet its three-month deadline for responding to Senate Committee Reports in almost 76% of cases. The oldest
Senate Report still requiring a full government response dates from March 2000.

In an effort to ameliorate the negative impact of the three-year technicality while it remains law, the SCG has proposed a host
of intensified electoral education measures directed at departing Australians and those already abroad, in a submission to the
Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters Inquiry into Civics and Electoral Education dated 21 June 2006.

Are you an expat not sure whether you can still vote from abroad? See:
http://www.southern-cross-group.org/archives/Overseas%20Voting/2006/Brochure_Expat_Voting_April_2006.pdf
And check out the AEC website:
http://www.aec.gov.au/_content/what/enrolment/elig_os.htm
To read the SCG’s submission and others made to the Civics and Electoral Education Inquiry go to:

http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/em/education/subs.htm
Contacts:

In Australia
John MacGregor in Canberra, tel 02 6248 9038; fax 02 6247 6952, mobile 0418 621 918, sid@southern-cross-group.org

In Belgium
Anne MacGregor in Brussels, mobile +32 474 950 131, anne@southern-cross-group.org

www.southern-cross-group.org  info@southern-cross-group.org
The Southern Cross Group is a global non-profit volunteer-run advocacy and support organisation for the Australian diaspora.
26 June 2006




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


