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(Goodbye nation-state,

hello global playground

Pi N B P R I

Recent events in the Middle East
have inspired savage attacks on
the notion of dual citizenship.
But Fiona Carruthers suggests
citizens of the world are the
globalised future.

mages of Lebanese Australians wailing

at the border as the Australian

government scrambles to secure

transport out of war-torn Lebanon jar

with those of the funeral of a young
Australian Israeli soldier killed in Lebanon as
he willingly performed military service for
Israel. They seem at odds with the idea of
multiculturalism, that cornerstone of a
modern, pluralistic Australia.

Over the past couple of weeks, the image of
dual citizens has taken a beating. Many across
middle Australia did not miss the opportunity
to query why anyone who becomes an
“‘Aussie’” would even want to hold more than
one passport and, inherent in that act, split their
loyalty and time between two nation states.

On the other side of the fence, our leading
academic minds in the field of migration,
citizenship and the relatively new discipline of
“human geopgraphy’” have been working over
time to resurrect the image of dual passport ~
holders as cosmopolitan and desirable in theif::«
ability to move easily between borders with
valuable cultural knowledge, as well as a long
list of dual business contacts tucked neatly
between their dual passports.




“The rezlly’irﬁi"mrtant thitip is to use the skills
of dual citizens strategically for Australia’s
benefit, not treat them like a fifth column or
enemy wﬂhm * Macquarie University human
geography lecturer Melissa Butcher says.

Australian National University immigration
analyst James Jupp agrees, saying tabloid media
polis reflecting that the overwhelming majority
of readers thought Lebanese Australian dual
citizens should not receive Australian consulas
assistance were damaging in the extrere.

“It’s all a load of nonsense,” says Jupp,
declaring a bias because he is a dual citizen
(United ngdom) ““The idea you can only wear
one colour jersey is infantile politics. I find it very
hard to understand how you could question the
‘loyalty’ of Lebanese Australians, It’s whipping
up a storm: Lebanese Australians are perfectly
entitled to ask Australia to protéct them.”

Even the Department of Immigration and
Multiculturat Affairs was yawning. <“We don’t
keep figures on dual citizens, but it would be
in the order of about 5 million or so among
Australia’s population of 20.3 million,”’ a
departméntal spokesman told The Australian
Financial Review. He estimated that most dial
citizens in Australia would hold second
passports with the UK and New Zealand,

adding: ““There’s simply no way of knowmg as

we don’t keep that sort of data.”

He says that as of June last year, 4.8 mllhon
Australians were born overseas: 1:5 million -
were born in north-west Etrope (includifig the
UK, France and Germany); 834,057 were
born in south-east Europe (mclﬁdmg Ttaly,
Greece and Portugal) and 613,995 were born
in South-East Asia, .

Theé Business Council of Australia pomts

out that many of our leading chief executives .

are dual passport holders or were born
overseas. Think American-born Chip
Goodyear (BHP Billiton) and Kirby Adams
(BlueScope); Scottish-born John Stewart
(National Australia Bank) and South African
emigre Gail Kelly (St George Bank).

Mote and more governments are beginning
to accept that allowing their ¢itizens to hold
more than one passport is a necessity in a
world driven by globalisation.,

So are dual citizens really so scary? And why
do they have Australia up in arms?

One thing is dertain: those with dual
passports are among our most cutting edge
citizens,; who are simply ahead of the tifhes. -

Adelaide University demographer Graeme
Hugo says: “‘With the changes that have
occutred over the past 20 years or $o in terms
of people moving a lot more, being totally
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- cominitted to.a singlé hation state istiot .

compatible with globalisation. Increasing

- ‘numbers of people have allegiances to a

riurnber of countriss how.’

He points out that more than 900,000
Australians reside overseas at any given time,
although again it is difficult to know how

- many hsld two or more passports versus how

many are on foreign work visas or sponsored
by'a company.

Butcher agrees: ‘““We need to keep
rethinking the whole citizenship thing now,”’
she says. ‘‘The nation state is no longer the
final domain of identity or belonging,”

*“Whole groups of people, including many
Australian business people, are now

tranSmlgrants’ »* she says, adding sheis a
dual citizen with an EU passport. ‘“Whether
they have more thian ohe passport or not,
transmigrants spend up to six months of the
year constantly moving between countries.”

Hugo says that while data is scant, it’s clear
that Greeks and Ttalians like to spend a lot of
time in their countries of birth, particutarly

during retirement, while Australians with Asian

links tend to do regular business trips back to

their country of origin throughout their working

lives. “The reality is whether they have two
passports or not, people want to maintain finks
w1th the cultural heritage,”” he says.

ports are-also used when
counttiés fufi out of work, Hugo points to the
Sou itan experience of the 1980s.,
' ' gan t6 go bad,

environments,” Hugo says.

He points to a 2004 papet: ' Tndiah :
Information Technology Professionals’
World System by Xi Bl which
looked at the behaviours of Indidn:born
technology graduat&c who gained A
Australian residency, movedts work i’
Australia for a few years before goingon
to Silicon Valley in the United States or
Canada.

‘‘Building a secure base in Australia or
Canada does not make [Indian] workers
less mobile,” Biao’s paper says. ‘‘On the
contrary, permanent res1dem status in these

: ,-makes furither mobility edsier
Rather that dging whether or not. diial
citizens make the best citizens, Hugo, Butcher
and Jupp uhite in saying countries are better

gfl;ly beca\ige it )
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. passport without havingto relinquish their

adviéd to get'with thetimes andlearn to live

- withiit. Hugo says: ‘‘Countries with big

emigrant populations, such as Iréland, the
Philippines and Italy, tend to be the best at
récognising duil titizenship simply because
they have had to in order to maintain ties with
maryy of their ¢itizens who leave for
oppéottunities overseds.”

Some countries are moving faster than
others to make it easier for their citizens and
dual citizens to conduct their personal
banking and tax affairs. Butcher says some
banks in India now offer special accounts that
are better tailored to the needs of the
constantly moving global citizen.

‘“The Indians are being very strategic about
how they use their offshore business
community,”’ she says.

Part of Australia’s reticence about the¢'idea
of dwal citizenship is that it was only permitted
from 2002. Before that, people wishing to take
out another form of citizenship had to
relinquish their Australian passport. One of

the most famous cases of this was when

media mogul Rupert Murdoch became
an American citizen for business
purposes in 1985.
Hugo says the key point that dual

citizenship bashers should keep in mind is
. the change of Australian lawcame about
* lakgely as a resuit of Atistraliztis livifig
abroad — particularly in the US — who
esperately wanted to take out a secorid

lian passport. They even formed a lobby

nown as the Southern Cross Gréup
ther batrier to winining consensils for
itizens can be a simiple i issue of
Jupp éxplains that thé UK was

more predisposed to dudl citizens

thanks to its approach to labelling its people.
#“The British govettinent has never cared
whether you have two or four or eight
passports,”” Jupp says..' They work on the
basis that theit peoplé are British subjeéts not
British citizens. The fact you are a British
subject is all that matters. Beyond that, you
cah do what you like.”

Huago agrees the UK has always been more
rélaxed. ‘“The tenet of the old nation state was
that you owed allegiance to'your state. Bt
that is now a moot point. If you wanttobe a
global country with strong links to other parts
of the world allowmg people to hold mulnple

’ econd aird thi A
Australia wish to maintain snmilarly strdng
linkages.”




