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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MP
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PARLIAMENT HOUSE CANBERRA ACT 2600

Mr John Rus=l|
Managing Director
Shandwick Internationd
Avenue de Tervuren 12 bte. 11
Brussds- 1040
BELGIUM
17 FEB 2000

Dear Mr Rus|

Thank you for your letter dated 2 February 2000 concerning Audrdians living in Belgium requesting that the Audtrdian
Government seek negotiations with the Belgium Government in order to conclude hilatera socid security and hedlth
agreements.

The Government is concerned to ensure that Australians pursuing work opportunities oversess are not disadvantaged. |
can undergtand the difficulties caused by the lack of reciprocal hedth and socid security agreements with Belgium, and
found it helpful to have the opportunity to hear your concerns firg-hand during my recent vist to Brussdls. | have
indructed the Austrdian Ambassador in Brussdls to pursue the issue of negotiating reciproca health and socid security
agreements with the Belgium Government and seek advice on their pogtion. We hope for a positive response from the
Belgium Government, so that our officids can get down to the detailed negotiations, which will take time but are
obvioudy worth pursuing.

| welcome any assistance that the Audtralian community in Belgium can provide to encourage a postive gpproach by
the Belgian Government.

Thank you for bringing your views to the atention of the Government.

Yourssincerely

Alexander Downer



