To the Invited Participant 

You are invited to participate in a research project, which is being conducted by Dr Anne-Wil Harzing (supervisor) and Ms Julie Yuen (honours student) of the Department of Management at The University of Melbourne. The research is interested in exploring the notion of expatriate success and failure in the broader sense and trying to investigate into the reasons behind the success or failure of these international assignments. Furthermore, as spouses are often cited to be one of the most significant contributing factors behind expatriate success and failure attention will be directed to assess why this is the case and identify more specifically what the main challenges are that spouses face. This project will form part of Ms Yuen’s honours thesis, and has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee.

Should you agree to participate, you will be required to participate in a semi-structured interview that will last approximately one hour. With your permission, the interview would be tape-recorded so that we can ensure that we make an accurate record of what you say. 

We intend to protect your anonymity and the confidentiality of your responses to the fullest possible extent and within the limits of the law. In the final report, you will be referred to by a pseudonym. We will remove any references to personal information that might allow someone to guess your identity. Once the paper arising from this research has been completed, a brief summary of the findings will be available to you upon request. It is also possible that the results will be presented at academic conferences. 

There will be the provision of safe storage of all information attained and the destruction of the research data and records will be conducted five years after the paper's submission date. All records and data in paper will be shredded and the audiovisual tapes will be obliterated by a magnetic field bulk eraser. Lastly, information stored in electronic format will be destroyed by reformatting or rewriting. 

Please be advised that your participation in this study is completely voluntary. Should you wish to withdraw at any stage, or to withdraw any unprocessed data you have supplied, you are free to do so without prejudice. If you would like to participate, please notify either of us by email. The researchers will then contact you to arrange a mutually convenient time for the interview details.

Should you require any further information, or have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the supervisor, Dr Anne-Wil Harzing on (03) 8344 3724 or harzing@unimelb.edu.au. Should you have any concerns about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to contact the Executive Officer, Human Research Ethics, The University of Melbourne, on ph: 8344 7507, or fax: 9347 6739.

We thank you for your cooperation.
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