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MEDIA RELEASE

Recognition of Driving Licences Boosts Aussie Expats in Belgium

Hundreds of Australians living in Belgium are celebrating this week at the news that Belgian authorities have at last agreed to
recognise their Australian driving licences.

The Southern Cross Group (SCG) today congratulated the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and
the Belgian government for reaching an administrative arrangement on the recognition of Australian driving licences after
almost a decade of bilateral negotiations.

SCG Co-founder Anne MacGregor in Brussels said that the new arrangement was a significant achievement, but pointed out
that a great deal of work remains to be done by DFAT in other countries on behalf of overseas Australians.

“We understand that Australians in Switzerland, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands and quite a number of other Continental
European countries have run up against similar licence difficulties”, she said. “A bilateral solution needs to be found in all
those countries as well.”

Kylie Bonython, an Australian who has lived in Belgium for nearly five years was absolutely ecstatic at the news. “This
changes everything for me,” she said. “It gives me my freedom back. I've been totally reliant on people around me to drive
me everywhere.” Bonython met her Belgian husband while working on a cruise ship about seven years ago, and the couple
now run a café/pub in a small town in Flanders.

Bonython considered sitting the local theory and practical driving tests to obtain a Belgian licence from scratch but never did
so, lacking the finances and the language skills required. “Not having a valid driving licence placed a great deal of stress on
me while I've been trying to adapt to my new life in Belgium,” she said. “I sometimes felt that | was imprisoned in the village
where we live. It's had a huge negative impact. I'm really looking forward to putting that all behind me now.”

Emma Lee, an Australian scientist who arrived in Belgium to work with the Johnson & Johnson subsidiary Janssen-Cilag in
April 2002 did put herself through the Belgian licence tests just after arriving but is still recovering from the experience. She
has a PhD in molecular biology but says that the Belgian driving tests reduced her to a “quivering heap”. She was unable to
take delivery of the company car that was part of her employment package until she had obtained her Belgian licence, which
she sat for in Antwerp, in Dutch. The process involved more than 40 hours off work, and cost in excess of Euro 1500 (AUD
2500), and she only passed each of the two tests on the third attempt. “It has easily been the most distressing time of my
tenure here,” she says.

MacGregor said that the SCG had become aware of a number of cases of Australians living in Belgium who had illegally
masqueraded on their Australian licences coupled with an international driving permit, due to the lack of a recognition
arrangement and the hurdles in obtaining a local licence. She stressed that within three months of becoming resident in
Belgium it is necessary under Belgian law to have a full Belgian driving licence. “The consequences of driving without a valid
licence in any country can be very serious. Quite apart from the criminal law implications, if an accident happens in which
property is damaged or people are injured, it might well be the case that insurance cover falls away if a person has been
driving illegally. And the implications for the local Australian consular authorities trying to sort out the mess hardly bear
thinking about. We fear that there are still quite a number of Australians elsewhere in Continental Europe who may be putting
themselves at risk in the absence of licence recognition arrangements in the countries where they reside”.

The SCG urged State and Territory licensing authorities around Australia to engage in enhanced coordination with the peak
body AustRoads and the Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Services and DFAT. “It's not just about
recognising overseas licences for those arriving to live in Australia”, said MacGregor. “These bodies shouldn’t be agreeing to
recognise any foreign licences in Australia without making sure that an appropriate reciprocal deal is struck to look after
expatriate Australians at the other end. Unfortunately in the past we've sometimes seen Australia simply throw away
significant bargaining power that it could have used to help its own citizens abroad.”

“Many expats complain to the SCG that they don'’t feel that DFAT and other Australian government agencies do enough to
support Australian citizens who live and work abroad. Especially with the more recent focus on terrorism, it can sometimes
seem that DFAT is only concerned with bailing out people who get into difficulties while travelling abroad for shorter periods.
That's important work, but a million Australians now live abroad on a longer-term basis and these people have longer-term
consular needs. The driving licence problem and the result we now have on that in Belgium is one very positive example of
how Australian government efforts can significantly facilitate and simplify both the private and professional lives of many
Australians abroad.”

The SCG is currently promoting One Million More, an independent online survey of the Australian diaspora, open until
30 September. The survey includes one question on driving licence difficulties, and the SCG hopes that information gained
from what is already the largest-ever survey of Australian expats will help focus future work in this area.

http://www.onemillionmore.com/



For further information on the new driving licence recognition arrangement with Belgium, see:
http://www.austemb.be/bsls/ConSerDriLic.html
Contacts:

In Australia
John MacGregor, mobile +61 418 621 918, sid@southern-cross-group.org

In Belgium
Anne MacGregor, mobile +32 474 950 131, anne@southern-cross-group.org

About the Southern Cross Group

The Southern Cross Group is an international non-profit volunteer-run and independently-funded advocacy and
support organisation for the Australian diaspora. The SCG takes an inclusive approach in defining the Australian
overseas community and works on behalf of everyone in that community, regardless of their age, educational
background, occupation, professional status or income. Those who are not technically Australian citizens but
who are former citizens or future citizens or otherwise have a very close family connection with Australia are also
within the SCG’s constituency. Since its formation in early 2000, the SCG has established a consistent track
record of intelligent and timely submissions to Government on a host of Australian expatriate issues, taking the
lead in establishing “the Australian diaspora” firmly in Australian domestic consciousness. The Group is best
known for its work in reforming Australian citizenship law. It has also been active on the issue of expatriate
disenfranchisement in the Australian electoral process, and was the driving force behind the establishment of a
broad-based dedicated Federal Senate Committee Inquiry into Australian expatriates held in 2003-2005. The
SCG is run by 100 volunteers in 30 countries. It has no formal members or membership fees. People interested
in keeping abreast of the SCG’s activities are invited to sign up to its occasional free e-bulletins.

http.//www.southern-cross-group.org

13 September 2006




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


