New web database
- for Aussie expats

OVERSEAS
Australians, as well as
Australians who have
recently returned to live

in Australia, are being

invited to participate in
a new national expatri-
ate database.
Businesses, entrepre-
neurs, researchers and
others in Australia want-

ing to commercialise

their innovative ideas and
enter foreign markets
will be able to be
“matched” with relevant
expats and repats who
can lend a helping hand
in a multitude of ways.
They can register at
www.expatriateconnect.com
Nobel Laureate and former
Australian of the Year,
Professor Peter C. Doherty,

+-launched the project at a spe- |
cial event at Australia House
in London, which some 450 |

expatriate Australians
attended in the presence of

- Mr Michael L'Estrange, the
[ Australian

High
Commissioner.
Professor Doherty, who has

- spent 25 years abroad during

his career, said: “It’s foolish
to think that we should or can
prevent our skilled and tal-
ented professionals from

going abroad in this era of
| globalisation. ’

“The real challenge is to tap

' into the resource that our hun-
dreds of thousands of over-.

seas Australians represent
even while they remain
abroad.

“By networking our expats
back into Australia and giving
them a concrete way to con-
tribute to the country, we can
start to build bridges home
that should soften the landing
if and when they do decide to
return home.

“Those in Australia who use
ExpatriateConnect will be
expanding their horizons
internationally through our

expats

ExpatriateConnect is an ini-
tiative of the Australian
Institute for Commercial-isa-
tion (AIC, www.ausicom
.com), an independent not-
for-profit company estab-
lished in 2002 as a $10 mil-
lion Queensland Smart State
initiative to improve the com-
mercialisation of Australian
research.

ExpatriateConnect has been
funded principally by the
Queensland Government,

with generous financial and
in-kind support from a num-
ber of other Australian State
Governments.

¢ The Southern Cross Group
(SCG, www.southern-cross-
group.org) is Expatriate
Connect’s founding partner.
The SCG is an international
non-profit volunteer-run
advocacy and support organi-
sation for the Australian dias-

pora.

PATRICK LEIGH

TRAVEL INSURANCE AGENCY

PO Box 984, Lewes, Sussex BN8 6RW

Looking for good quality, friendly travel
insurance at a price you can afford?

Only £280 for 12 months worldwide cover
No age restrictions and no surcharges for over

66 year olds (if flying Qantas or BA)
Then call us for a FREE fully

‘comprehensive quotation and advice on:

01273 858536

Full details can be found on our website at:
www.pat-leigh.co.uk

Insurance endorsed by Qantas

Keeping Australians overseas;connected

with the Australian business community
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Looking for-iop
quality AFFORDABLE
fully-furnished
accommodation?
Check out -
www.pomsinperth.com

.

New FREE! Discussion Board

- for migrants and prospective migrants
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